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led to internal disorder, of which Ahmad Shah Abdali, founder of the Durrani family, took advantage by seizing Khorasan. The establishment of the present ruling dynasty, the Kajars, under Agha Muhammad in 1779, once more restored the integrity of the Persian kingdom. Fateh AH Khan, who succeeded him in 1797, lost no time in entering into engagements with the Indian Government for the promotion of trade and a political alliance, About this period Persia was fully occupied by its differences with Russia, which ended in a long war, while the Afghan ruler, Zaman Shah, was intent upon intervening in the affairs of Delhi, and taking part in the final struggle with the Marathas for empire. It was, therefore, to the interest of the East India Company to secure the assistance of Persia in the event of an Afghan invasion of the Punjab. Peace between Russia and Persia was concluded in 1828, and the Kajar Shah then commenced preparations for an attack upon Herat. His designs were prosecuted with vigour by his grandson Muhammad Shah, who commenced the siege of Herat in November 1837, and was only thwarted by the brilliant defence of Eldred Pottinger and the occupation of the island of Kharak by a force dispatched from Bombay. Meanwhile events were occurring in India which induced the Government to take an active interest in Afghan affairs. The Sadozais and the Barakzais were the two rival branches of the Durrani family whom Ahmad Shah had raised to power. The Sadozai ruler of Kabul, Shah Shuja, expelled by the Barakzai, Dost Muhammad, had taken refuge in the Punjab, where Ranjlt Singh had established a strong Sikh State. The British undertook to re-establish Shah Shuja on the throne, and he was crowned at Kandahar in 1839. It is unnecessary here to review the disasters which followed the execution of this policy. When the British forces were at last withdrawn, Dost Muhammad was left free to pursue his own ambitions, and for a time Kandahar and Herat continued to be ruled by Afghan governors independent of Kabul The Sikh Wars seemed to offer to Dost Muhammad an opportunity for regaining the former possessions of Afghanistan in India, but the defeat of his contingent by Lord Gough at Gujrat, in 1849, compelled him to abandon all hopes of success on that side.
The outbreak of the Crimean War introduced a new factor into the political problem. The Marquis of Dalhousie had concluded, in 1855, a treaty with Dost Muhammad which amounted to a restoration of friendly relations. At the same